
1 
 
 

UNITED STATES  
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

BEFORE THE ADMINISTRATOR 
 
        
       ) 
In re FIFRA Section 6(b) Notice of Intent  )   
to Cancel Pesticide Registrations for  ) 
Chlorpyrifos Products    ) 
       )  Docket No. FIFRA-HQ-2023-0001 
Gharda Chemicals International, Inc. and  ) 
Red River Valley Sugarbeet Growers  ) 
Association, et al.,     ) 
       ) 

Petitioners     ) 
       ) 
 

 
SUPPLEMENT TO VERIFIED WRITTEN STATEMENT  

OF WITNESS, DR. MARY ELISSA REAVES 
 

I. Background 

I, Dr. Mary Elissa Reaves, declare under penalty of perjury that the following statements 

are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and that they are based upon my 

personal knowledge, information contained in the records of Respondent, the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”), and/or information supplied to me by EPA 

employees under my supervision and in other EPA offices. See 28 U.S.C. § 1746. This statement 

is a supplement to my initial statement dated August 3, 2023. 

Petitioner Gharda Chemicals International, Inc. (“Gharda”) has three chlorpyrifos 

registrations bearing labels that allow for use on food crops.  Chlorpyrifos Technical (EPA 

Registration Number 93182-3) is a manufacturing use product that can be used to produce other 

chlorpyrifos pesticide products registered for the uses permitted on this Chlorpyrifos Technical 

label, including on food.  Pilot 4E Chlorpyrifos Agricultural Insecticide (EPA Registration 

Number 93182-7) and Pilot 15G Chlorpyrifos Agricultural Insecticide (EPA Registration 



2 
 
 

Number 93182-8) are both end-use products that can be applied to the foods listed on their 

labels.  

II. Petitioner Gharda’s Applications for Approval of Amended Labels 

In my August 3 statement, I noted that Gharda “submitted applications for approval of 

amended labels that remove all food uses other than the 11 uses identified in the [Proposed 

Interim Decision for the Registration Review of Chlorpyrifos (“2020 PID”)], limited to those 

geographic areas identified in the PID and using the application rates that EPA assessed in the 

2020 DWA.” See JX 9 (Chlorpyrifos Technical, 93182-3, June 10, 2022), JX 10 (Pilot 4E, 

93187-7, Jan. 11 2023); JX 11 (Pilot 15G, 93182-8, Jan. 11, 2023). It has come to my attention 

that application rates for soybeans and sugar beets included in one of the proposed labels 

submitted by Gharda—Pilot 15G, EPA Reg. No. 93182-8—are higher than the rates that were 

assessed by EPA in the 2020 DWA in support of the 2020 PID. Compare JX 11 at 11 (proposing 

maximum application rates of 8 ounces of product per 1,000 feet of row for soybeans and up to 9 

ounces of product per 1,000 feet of row for sugar beets) with PX 39 at 34 (assuming upper-bound 

application rate of 1 pound of active ingredient per acre for soybeans and upper-bound 

application rate of 1.5 pound of active ingredient per acre for sugar beets).  Converting the 

labeled rates into pounds of chlorpyrifos per acre results in levels that exceed assessed rates: 3.27 

pounds of chlorpyrifos per acre for soybeans (versus 0.75-1 lb/acre as assessed) and 3.67 pounds 

of chlorpyrifos per acre for sugar beets (versus 1.25-1.5 lbs/acre as assessed).   

III. Conclusion 

Thus, the submitted label for Pilot 15G would require additional revisions to conform to 

the 2020 PID.  Notably, because all three of Gharda’s label submissions continue to bear 
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directions for use on food crops, they could not be approved in light of the lack of chlorpyrifos 

tolerances.   

 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dated: October 4, 2023            
       Dr. Mary Elissa Reaves  

Director, Pesticide Re-evaluation Division  
Office of Pesticide Programs 
Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution 
Prevention 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


